Accidental fatal poisoning
with Colchicum autumnale

due to mistaken

identification: a casereport
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® Objective

@ Case report

@ Results

Man 69 and woman 66 y. were hospitalised after
eating homemade wild garlic pesto in the
previous evening. Some hours later both had
developed severe gastrointestinal symptoms but
did not contact any health care facility. On the
next day called ambulance and were admitted to
North Estonia Medical Centre ER. Wife felt better
and was later referred home. Husbands
condition deteriorated, he had signs of hepatic
failure and cytolysis. Poison Information Centre.
was contacted. Admitted to ICU, transferred to
internal medicine ward next day. Became
delirious, agitated, body temperature 38°C.

Day five developed pancytopenia. Day seven
transferred back to ICU: hypotonia, hypoxia,
increasing  multiorganfailure. Mental ~status
deteriorated. Mechanical ventilation, dialysis,
vasopressor treatment were started. Despite
agressive treatment the patient deceased day
nine.

[14.05.2017 Plam thought to be Alllum ursinum eaten by 2 people.
G/l symptoms in 2-3 hot
[15.05. M 69 hospitalised due m persustem vomiting to internal medicine
Cytolysisin blood samples
17.05. admitted to ICU
18.05. Back in internal ward. 10 pm delirious, T 38'C. No microbial growth in
blood and
[2005. CRV 230, PCT 41
[22.05. Hypotonia, tachycardia, hypoxemia. Lac 4. Petechias on lower abdomen,
icterus, haemorrhagies in the eyes. Back to ICU, norepinephrine infusion
started
[23.05. Deteriorates, muliorgan failure, bone marrow supression, started
renal dialysi .5 pglkg/min
[24.05. Death at 10 am
[Post mortem | Toxi it colitis, toxic bone injury, toxic liver injury,
lysis of acute Y,
cerebral oedema, ascitis.

Fig 1. Patsient contition changes 14.05. - 24.05.2017
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Discussing the eaten plant both victims were sure it was not wild
garlic. Both Convallaria maialis and Colchicum autumnale which
have leaves remotely similar to Allum ursinum grew in the same
garden. Developed symptoms and description of the plant did fit
Clochicum autumnale poisoning.

@ Conclusions
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